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OBSERVATION, PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT - EYFS 1.1 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 

1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 2.1, 2.2  

Our practitioners are tasked to observe the children and discover their interests and 
abilities. Using The Early Years Foundation Stage framework, staff observe the 
children’s interests and plan activities accordingly. The children are encouraged to 
choose their own activities and spend as long as they wish on an activity. Adults will 
support learning by introducing adult initiated activities based on the children’s 
individual current interests. The learning that takes place in these activities is 
documented, together with future learning steps. The prime areas (communication and 
language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development) of 
the curriculum carry equal weight. These are the foundation for the specific areas 
(literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design)  

While the children are involved in activities – both adult and child initiated, 
practitioners’ scaffold the children’s learning by giving a commentary, answering 
questions, and discussing with children. Encouraging independence and safe risk-
taking holding back and allowing children to become very involved in their individual 
and collaborative play, and resolving difficulties for themselves, role modelling, 
observing children’s play, interests and abilities, providing a stimulating and 
challenging learning environment, differentiating activities to ensure activities are 
accessed by all children regardless of gender, ability, culture or background.  

Practitioners observe the characteristics of the children’s learning (playing and 
exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically and reflect these in their 
practice. Practitioners gather examples of the children’s work and file them in the 
child’s learning journey, therefore informing the child’s next steps. Overview sheets are 
used to chart each child’s progress and ascertain any gaps in development. Records 
can be freely accessed by staff and parents. Parents are asked to contribute to the 
children’s learning journeys. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning 
are:-  

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a 
go’ 

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 
difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

Observations may show concerns about a child’s development and parents and other 
agencies will be involved to support the child (see SEN policy).  

 


